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The mission of First Light is to work with homeless women 
and their children to create hospitality in a safe and nurturing community, 
to encourage them to maintain dignity, to fi nd hope, to seek opportunity, 

and to grow spiritually, thereby achieving their full potential.
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Friends,
It is hard to believe that it has been 17 years since a small 
group of intrepid volunteers dared to ask our community 
to join them in making a place where homeless women and 
their children can � nd safety, opportunity, and hope.

� ey planned carefully. First Light actually started as the 
Women’s Hospitality Shelter in the basement of the First 
Presbyterian Church 15 years earlier, in 1983—and over 
the years, these dedicated volunteers learned a lot about 
the complex needs of homeless women and their children.  
� ey understood that some homeless women are battling 
devastating mental illness, some are struggling with addictions 
that are destroying their lives, and many have never had the 
resources to address chronic medical conditions. Sometimes 
one mistake led to another. Sometimes bad things just 
happened. � ey knew that First Light had to be much more 
than a safe place to be.  It has to be where the most vulnerable 
get the guidance and support they need to rebuild their lives.

� e community stepped up. We rebuilt the old Granada Hotel 
and First Light opened the doors of the only emergency shelter 
in our area accessible to homeless women and their children 
24 hours a day. We hire only professionals with degrees in 
social work from accredited colleges to provide wraparound 
social services to our guests. For those leaving the shelter 
who need help maintaining housing and their dignity, we 
developed supportive housing programs to make sure they 

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

would stay safe and continue to get 
the help they need.  

First Light will always be a 
community project. More than 
1,000 volunteers each year let our 
guests know they are not forgotten.

When we opened the shelter, we thought we might need some 
space for a woman with a child—so we set aside a small family 
room with space for a crib or two. We had no idea that 15 years 
later, 252 children would be seeking shelter at First Light in 
one year! Or that we would have to put mats out every night 
so women and children could sleep on the � oor and not be 
turned away.

It’s nice to look back. But now we’re looking to the future. We 
are being called upon to do more and we will � nd a way to do 
more. We know we live in a community that will step up.

� ank you for being the light that makes First Light shine.

Sincerely,

Ruth G. Crosby
Executive Director
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A blessing is a circle of light drawn around a person 
to protect, heal and strengthen.

—John O’Donohue

Deep in their roots, 
all fl owers keep the light.

—� eodore Roethke
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Emergency Shelter
� e only emergency shelter accessible to homeless women 
and their children 24 hours a day, First Light is much 
more than a safe place to sleep.  Every guest gets personal 
attention from a professional with a degree in social 
work from an accredited college to help her develop and 
adhere to a plan of action to rebuild her life.  More than 
1,000 volunteers each year serve at the emergency 
shelter, serving meals, staying overnight, sharing activities, 
teaching skills, and letting guests know they are part of a 
caring community.  
Because the emergency shelter is almost always full, mats 
are put out in the day room so up to 20 more guests will 
not be turned away.  � is year, 1,017 homeless women 
and children found safety, opportunity and hope at 
First Light’s emergency shelter.  

Supportive Housing
When a guest is ready to leave the shelter, she may need a 
helping hand to stay safe or to provide her children with the 
stability and nurturing they need.  Federal and community 
support enables First Light to continue to provide professional 
wrap-around social services for these most vulnerable 
members of our community so they can sustain housing and 
have a chance to reach their full potential.  � is year:

Nine women and six children found safety in the only 
transitional supportive housing program in our community 
for victims of domestic violence who have no income. 

� irteen women disabled by permanent mental health 
issues made a home for themselves in permanent supportive 
housing on the fourth � oor of the First Light shelter.

Fourteen families, including nine children, got the 
professional attention that enabled them to remain housed in 
the Shelter Plus Care program.  

Twenty-� ve chronically homeless and disabled women got 
the help they needed to maintain stability and stay o�  the streets 
in permanent supportive housing programs in Bessemer and 
East Birmingham.

Twenty women with disabling conditions had the 
professional care they needed in First Light’s Noah’s Ark 
permanent supportive housing program.

Seven families, including eighteen children, got � nancial 
support and social services in the only privately funded rapid-
rehousing program in our community. 

Hope is being able to see 
that there is light despite all of the darkness.

—Desmond Tutu

Homeless children experience developmental 
delays that hamper academic success and 21% 
(compared to 5% of other children) are held back 
in school because of excessive absenteeism. 

But this teenager was in First Light’s newest pro-
gram, Forever Home, and she thrived.  � is year 
she got word that she was accepted into Alabama 
A&M University.

� e number of children 
seeking shelter at 

First Light has grown 
continuously for the past 
� ve years.  In 2014-2015, 
252 children found safety 

in a nurturing community 
at First Light.  

Photograph by Wynter Byrd
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Full Potential Society
Cathedral Church of the Advent
First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham
Independent Presbyterian Church Foundation
Medical Properties Trust
Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church
Protective Life Corporation
Protective Life Foundation
South Highland Presbyterian Church 

Foundation
� e Community Foundation of Greater 

Birmingham
� e Women's Fund of Greater Birmingham

Circle of Opportunity
Alabama Power Foundation, Inc.
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell and 

Berkowitz, P.C.
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama
Brookwood Baptist Church
Burr & Forman, LLP
� e C. Eugene Ireland Foundation
Church of the Highlands
Estelle S. Campbell Charitable Foundation
Independent Presbyterian Church
Joseph S. Bruno Charitable Foundation
Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust
� e Gratitude Foundation
� e � ompson Foundation

Community of Hope
BBVA Compass Foundation
Bressler, Amery and Ross, P.C.
Dominion Management, LLC
EBSCO Industries, Inc.
JP Morgan Chase
Raymond James and Associates, Inc.
Red Mountain Law
Scott Dukes & Geisler, PC
Scott Sullivan Streetman & Fox P.C.
Sterne Agee
Surgical Care A�  liates
Urban Energy Enterprises, LLC
Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church

Circle of Dignity
Alabama Power Energizers Birmingham 

Division
ArchitectureWorks, LLP
Canterbury United Methodist Church
Cathedral of Saint Paul
Edge Solutions, LLC
Edgewood Presbyterian Church
Honda Manufacturing of Alabama, LLC
JM Farm and Reclamation, LLC
St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church
Southminster Presbyterian Church 

Foundation for Ministry
Womens Committee of 100 Charitable Trust

Circle of Community
Blu�  Park United Methodist Church
Blu�  Park United Methodist Women
Brookmont Realty Group, LLC
Faith Chapel Christian Center
Ferlisi Jolley Associates, Inc.
Jemison Investment Co., Inc.
Ray & Poynor Properties, Inc.
Regions Bank
Saint Mark the Evangelist Catholic 

Church
Sellers, Richardson, Holman & West, LLP
Wells Fargo

2014 Volunteer Appreciation 
Pancake Breakfast Sponsors

American Mining Insurance Group, LLC 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell and 

Berkowitz, P.C.
Birmingham Hide & Tallow Co., Inc. 
Harbin Law Firm, LLC 
IFC-Focus
Lyons Computers
RJ Mechanical, Inc.
SEI Security
Vowell & Goldsmith, LLC

Support & Revenue

2014-2015 First Light Sponsors

Change in unrestricted net assets ..................... ($197,550)
Unrestricted net assets, beginning of year .....$2,235,122
Unrestricted net assets, end of year ................$2,037,572

Expenses
   Total support & revenue ............... $1,328,752    Total expenses ......................................... $1,526,302

Corporate, 
church, 

foundations, 
and individual 
contributions

$478,531

Government 
grants and 
contracts

$616,208

Fundraising 
support, net

$144,719

Program Income

$86,931
Interest earned 

and other sources

$2,363

Shelter 
Operations

$1,393,290

Management 
and general

$113,631

Fundraising

$19,381

2014-2015 Financial Statement
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