
� e mission of First Light is to work with homeless women and their children 
to create hospitality in a safe and nurturing community, 

to encourage them to maintain dignity, to � nd hope, to seek opportunity, and to grow spiritually, 
thereby achieving their full potential.
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� e First Light emergency shelter has 36 beds and one family room which remained full 
throughout the 2013-2014 � scal year.  To keep women and children o�  the streets, First Light 
continued to allow up to twenty additional guests to stay in the day room on pallets each 
night in the “over� ow shelter.”  All guests, including over� ow guests, got individual attention 
and guidance from a professional with a degree in social work from an accredited college.

In 2013-2014, First Light, the only emergency shelter in our community 
accessible to homeless women and their children 24 hours a day:  

• Provided safety, opportunity and hope to 966 homeless women and 
their children.

• Evaluated each adult guest to determine whether she needed mental 
health care.  � e diagnosis and treatment of a mental health disorder 
is o� en the � rst, essential step to stability and self-su�  ciency.

• Matched every guest with a professional with a degree in social work 
from an accredited college who became her 

• Champion, encouraging her as she developed a written plan 
of action to identify and overcome the problems that caused 
her to become homeless;

• Advocate, ensuring she and her children got the healthcare, 
mental health services, legal assistance, medication, and 
practical necessities to get back on their feet; and

• Guide, helping her take the di�  cult steps toward 
independence and self-su�  ciency.  

212 children 
were sheltered 

at First light 
in 2013-2014, 
a troubling 

increase of 81% 
since 2008-2009.

K.S. has a bi-polar disorder.  
When she came to First Light she 
was not taking her medication 
and she was making bad 
decisions.  She lost her apartment 
because she owed two months 
back rent and hundreds of dollars 
to the power company.  

Her First Light social worker 
helped her get the mental health 
care and medication that allowed 
her to focus on a � nancial plan 
that would enable her to � nd and 
keep an apartment.  

When her mental health was 
stable, she was able to save enough 
money to pay her back rent.  A 
First Light church partner helped 
pay her outstanding power bill.  

When her social worker was 
sure she was able to sustain 
housing, she sent a letter to a real 
estate agent to help K.S. get an 
apartment she could a� ord.  

Emergency Shelter



� is program is the only transitional housing program in our community 
for victims of domestic violence who have no income.  In the 2013-2014 
� scal year, First Light rented � ve apartments from the YWCA to house � ve 
women and � ve children.  First Light  also provided social services to help 
them rebuild their lives in safety.  � is was to be the � nal year of a three-
year program funded by the U. S. Department of Justice.  Fortunately, this 
valuable program has been approved for funding for another three years.    

Forever Home

First Light attained pilot funding this year from the Community Foundation 
of Greater Birmingham for its newest program, Forever Home—the only rapid 
rehousing project in our community being done without Federal funding.  

Forever Home places women with children into housing quickly to save children 
from the devastating consequences of homelessness.

� e program is growing and currently serves four families who receive � nancial 
support that diminishes over six months, and wrap-around social services that 
continue for a full year.  

Housing for Women 
with Severe Mental Illness

Eleven women disabled by permanent mental health 
issues found a home for themselves and their little dog, 
Bruno, in the 2013-2014 � scal year on the fourth � oor of 
the First Light shelter.   � is program receives substantial 
funding from the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

HUD East and HUD Bessemer

� roughout 2013-2014, First Light provided permanent 
supportive housing to twenty-two chronically homeless, 
disabled women through its HUD East program and 
HUD Bessemer programs.  HUD provides substantial 
� nancial support for these programs through which 
First Light provides professional social services to 
women who have demonstrated that they would 
otherwise be unable to sustain housing.  

R.T. is disabled by a serious mental illness.  She knows she’s “slow.” Her family 
wants nothing to do with her.  Her First Light social worker helps her stay in 
her own home through the Noah’s Ark program and ensures that she makes 
responsible decisions and takes good care of herself.  

When she was diagnosed with cancer, her social worker accompanied her to 
her doctors’ visits, helped her understand what was happening to her, took 
her to radiation and chemotherapy, ensured she followed all the complicated 
medical instructions, and held her hand when she was afraid.

Supportive Housing
Transitional Housing for 
Victims of Domestic Abuse 

Noah’s Ark

� e U. S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 
continued to provide substantial 
funding for the Noah’s Ark program 
which provided permanent 
supportive housing for � � een 
women with disabling conditions.



2013-2014 SPONSORS

Support and revenue
Corporate, church, foundations, 
and individual contributions ........................ $673,274
Government grants and contracts ...................639,112
Fundraising support, net ..................................143,379
Program Income ..................................................69,227
Other ..........................................................................852
Interest earned ..........................................................728

   Total support and revenue ..............$1,526,572

Expenses
Shelter Operations ....................................... $1,238,387
Management and general .................................105,106
Fundraising ..........................................................18,636

   Total expenses ......................................$1,362,129

Change in unrestricted net assets ................. $164,443

Full Potential 
Society

Cathedral Church of the Advent
Church of the Highlands
Estelle S. Campbell Charitable Trust 
First Presbyterian Church of  

Birmingham
Independent Presbyterian Church 

Foundation
Protective Life Corporation
Protective Life Foundation
Robert R. Meyer Foundation
South Highland Presbyterian 

Church Foundation
� e Community Foundation of 

Greater Birmingham
� e Daniel Foundation of Alabama
UAB Benevolent Fund

Circle of 
Opportunity
Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell 

& Berkowitz, P.C.
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama
Brookwood Baptist Church
Burr & Forman, LLP
Independent Presbyterian Church
Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic 

Church
Southminster Presbyterian Church 

Foundation for Ministry

Financial Statement

Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust
� e C. Eugene Ireland Foundation
� e � ompson Foundation
 
Community of Hope

BBVA Compass Foundation
Blu�  Park United Methodist 

Church
Bressler, Amery and Ross, P.C.
Cathedral of Saint Paul
Dominion Management, LLC
EBSCO Industries, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase
Maynard, Cooper & Gale, P.C.
Medical Properties Trust, Inc
Raymond James and Associates, 

Inc.
St. Peter the Apostle Catholic 

Church
Scott Dukes & Geisler, PC
Scott Sullivan Streetman & Fox P.C.
Starnes Davis Florie, LLP
Surgical Care A�  liates
Vestavia Hills United Methodist 

Church

Circle of Dignity
Alabama Power Energizers 

Birmingham Division
ArchitectureWorks, LLP
Concrete Poured Walls, Inc.
Cowin Equipment Company, Inc.

Earthborn Studios, Cahaba 
     Clayworks LLC
Energen Foundation
Saint Francis Xavier Church
Vulcan Materials Company

Circle of Community

Consolidated Pipe & Supply, Inc.
Dunn-French Foundation
Edgewood Presbyterian Church
Ferlisi Jolley Associates, Inc.
Harbuck Salon
Honda Manufacturing                                    

of Alabama, LLC
Marketry, Inc.
Red Mountain Entertainment, Inc.
Sirote & Permutt, P.C.
Urban Energy Enterprises, LLC
Wells Fargo 

Circle of Hospitality
B.L. Harbert International, LLC
Bras� eld & Gorrie, LLC
Children’s Medical Group, P.C.
C. King Bene� ts
Edmonds Engineering, Inc.
Fair� eld Highlands Presbyterian 

Church
Hoar Program Management
Hoover Service Club, Inc.
Hu� man United Methodist Church
Jemison Investment Co., Inc.

Johnson Development
Marx Brothers, Inc.
Montevallo Presbyterian Church
Presbytery of Sheppards and 

Lapsley
Realty South
Rojo
Saint Mark the Evangelist Catholic 

Church
Slice Stone Pizza & Brew
Southern Progress Corporation
� e Community � ri�  Shop Inc.

2013 Volunteer 
Appreciation 
Pancake Breakfast 
Sponsors
Birmingham Hide & Tallow Co., Inc. 
Cobbs Allen Hall
Dr. Roxanne Travelute
ENT Associates
Harbin Law Firm, LLC 
Harold’s Fine Furniture
Higden Paper & Packaging 

Company
IFC-Focus
Lyons Computers
National Bank of Commerce
RJ Mechanical, Inc.
Royal Cup Co� ee
SEI Security
Urban Energy Enterprises, LLC
Vulcan Materials  Company
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