
The First Light   
Coffee Shop is now 
open for lunch!   

First Light’s Coffee 
Shop, which  opened 
in June of 2001, has 
been an exciting    
addition. The coffee 
shop will now be 
open from 7:00 A.M 
until 2:00 P.M.,    
Monday thru Friday.   

So, what can you   
expect to find on the 
new menu?   

In addition to home-
made cookies,     
muffins, quiche and 
coffee, the new menu 
will include:  

• Ms. Ruth’s Turkey 
Reuben 

• Ms. Jeannie’s     
Pimento Cheese 

• Killerbrew’s Pesto 
and Grilled Chicken 
Roll-up 

• The First Light 
Double Trouble 
(honey-baked ham, 
smoked turkey, Ital-
ian salami, & Wis-
consin cheddar)  

• Turkey Roll-up on a 
herb tortilla 

• Grilled Chunky 
Chicken Salad Roll-
up 

 

• Soup, desert and 
much more!                         

First Light caters   
sandwich trays, meat 

trays, muffins and   
cookies!   

Call for details!  323-
4277 

 

 

 

 

Menus are available by 
fax or mail! 

Let’s Do Lunch! 
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Special Points of  Interest:  

• Stein Mart Fashion Show helps 
raise money for  First Light at 
annual luncheon.  

• First Light to celebrate two-year 
anniversary!   

• The Light I See, written by a 
First Light guest, pg. 2. 

• Find out how you can help on 
pg. 3! 

• Shine On Little Light, written by 
First Light guests. pg. 3 
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First Light:  The Realization Of A Dream 
Do you remember the 
shelter in the basement 
of First Presbyterian 
Church?  

Ladies packed into the 
basement every night for 
over 15 years to sleep on 
mats on the floor, happy 
to have a warm, safe 
place to sleep. 

Do you remember the  

size of the basement shel-
ter, the bathroom, the laun-
dry room?  

The basement had a capac-
ity for 15 people. On many 
nights there were more 
than 35. Ladies waited all 
night for their turn to 
shower and wash their 
clothes. Volunteers slept in 
the kitchen/linen room 
every night.  

Do you realize how far we 
have come?  

Do you realize how many 
people have made this 
dream a reality?  

Do you know how many 
lives are touched by First 
Light?  

More than we dreamed. 

  

Need a speaker?  
If you need a speaker for your 
civic meeting or congregational 
meeting, please call or e-mail 
us!  We have staff that would 

love to come tell about all of the 
wonderful things happening at 
First Light.  Call 323-4277 or   

e-mail flshelter@aol.com. 



end of the corridor by the family room.  
He began running down the corridor as 
fast as he could towards me. Right be-
fore he got to me 
he shouted, “I 
need a hug!”, and 
in full stride he 
leapt into my arms 
and straddled my 
torso, giving me one of the tightest 
hugs I’ve ever had.  This will never be 

forgotten.” 

-The SAABS (Kevin, Janet, Emily and 
Austin) 

November 23, 2001 

“This was our first time volunteering 
here.  It was wonderful.  (My wife, 3-
yr-old daughter and 6-yr-old son). The 
most lasting memory will be Brandon, 
a 6-yr-old boy in the shelter. When it 
was “lights out” time, I announced so 
and asked everyone if they needed any-
thing else.  No one responded except 
for Brandon who was all the way at the 

“Right before he got to me he 

shouted, “I need a hug!”, and in 

full stride he leapt into my arms…” 

I was homeless yesterday. All my 
troubles seemed so far away. I was 
lost and bound in sin, and I could 
not find my way. But when I 
looked back on all those dark and 
dreary days, I got down on my 
knees, and I prayed, “Thank you, 
Jesus! Thank you, Jesus!” I re-
member when times were so hard. 
I’d look around and my way was 
so dark. I looked to my left, and I 
looked to my right. All of my di-
rection was clearly out of sight. 
But, oh, when I look back on those 
dark and dreary days, I get down 
on my knees and I pray, “Thank 
you, Jesus! You Are The LIGHT I 
See.”  

“I thought I knew what love was. I thought 
I knew what love was supposed to feel like. 
Now I am at First Light, and love is every-
where. It is an amazing feeling.  God’s 
presence is so evident in this 
place.”          -Y.L.H 

 

eon would not have been possible without 
the tireless efforts of Rita Helton.  Thank 

you, Rita!  First Light also extends our 
gratitude to Jan Kairnes and Gail Par-
rish for the table decorations!  First 
Light is grateful for the generous con-
tributions from our community.  We 
hope to see you at the First Light 
Fashion Show Luncheon next year! 

First Light held its 2nd annual fashion 
show luncheon on March 19, 2002 at 
The Club.  A big thanks goes out to 
Stein Mart who put on a “sassy” 
spring fashion show. 

Rita Wood, Stein Mart’s fashion 
show coordinator, entertained us 
with previews of the new fashions 
for the season.  The First Light Lunch-

SHELTER STORIES 

The Light I See  
By Youlanda L. Hall 

First Light guest 

FIRST LIGHT LUNCHEON 
FASHIONABLY GREAT! 
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First Light is supported in part by 
funds awarded from: 
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The Community Foundation of Greater 
Birmingham 

 

The Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley 
 

Alabama Civil Justice Foundation 
 

The Junior League of Birmingham 
 

The McDonald Family Foundation 
 

Independent Presbyterian Church 
 

The Ireland Foundation 
 

Tom and Amy Methvin  
Foundation 

 

City of Birmingham’s Community  
Development Block Grant 



Welcome JoNell Comegys and 
Landra Pope to the First Light 
staff.  We are extremely excited 
to have them join our team! 

JoNell is a coun-
selor for First 
Light.  Within the 
short period of time 
that she has been 
here, we have al-
ready seen amazing 
results in our 
guests.  A big 
thanks to The Community 
Foundation of Greater Birming-
ham for making it possible for 
us to bring JoNell on board.   

so honored to receive this award—
particularly in our second year of 
operation.  Yet, we recognize that 
we would not even be in operation 
without the help of the City and the 
continuing generosity of this com-
munity,”  said Denise Killebrew, 
president of First Light’s Board of 

Directors.  

On April 2, 2002, First Light 
received an award from the 
City of Birmingham’s Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
as an “Exemplary Service Pro-
vider”.   

First Light was honored at the 
Birmingham city council meeting by 
Mayor Bernard Kincaid and Etta Dun-
ning, Director of the City Community 
Development Department.  “We are 

How Can You Help?  

WELCOME NEW FIRST 
LIGHT STAFF! 

First Light Receives Award!! 

)LUVW /LJKW ZLOO EH VFKHGXOLQJ YROXQWHHUV IRU -XO\ WKURXJK

'HFHPEHU RQ -XQH �� /LDLVRQV PDUN \RXU FDOHQGDUV� 9ROXQ�

WHHUV EULQJ GLQQHU HYHU\ QLJKW RI WKH \HDU DQG VWD\ RYHU�

QLJKW DV KRVWHVVHV�KRVWV LQ RXU HPHUJHQF\ VKHOWHU� ,QGL�

YLGXDO YROXQWHHUV ZHOFRPH� %ULQJLQJ DQG VHUYLQJ GLQQHU LV D

JUHDW JURXS SURMHFW� &ROOHFWLQJ ZLVK OLVW LWHPV LV DOVR D IXQ

DQG UHZDUGLQJ JURXS WKLQJ WR GR� %H FUHDWLYH� ,I \RX KDYH

D YROXQWHHU SURMHFW WKDW \RX ZRXOG OLNH WR GR� SOHDVH OHW XV

NQRZ� 9ROXQWHHUV DUH DQ LQYDOXDEOH SDUW WR PDNLQJ )LUVW

/LJKW D UHDOLW\� :H FRXOG QRW GR WKLV ZLWKRXW \RX�

3$*( �7+( /,*+7

,I \RX DUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ YROXQWHHULQJ DW

)LUVW /LJKW� FDOO /DQGUD 3RSH� 9ROXQWHHU

&RRUGLQDWRU IRU )LUVW /LJKW� ���������

“It doesn’t matter what you’ve been 
through, where you come from, who 
your parents are—nor your social or 

economic status.  None of that  
matters.  What matters is how you 

choose to love, how you choose to ex-
press that love through your work, 

through your family, through what you 
have to give to the world…” 

 
-Oprah Winfrey 

*Patty, a guest at First Light, whose 
face was red and puffy, said, “I 
talked to JoNell today.  I talked 
about things that I have never talked 

about.  I have been cry-
ing all day.  I feel so 
good.”  
 
Landra is our new recep-
tionist/administrative 
assistant/volunteer coor-
dinator—multi-
talented.  Landra has 
been a volunteer at 

First Light since November of 2000, 
helping the staff and guests in what 
seemed like all of her spare time! 
We are thrilled!  If you want to vol-
unteer, call Landra!!  
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First Light’s 2-Year  
Anniversary 

First Light will be celebrating its second year of service 
to Birmingham’s homeless women and children on May 
29,2002!  
 
We are so excited about First Light’s growth and devel-
opment over the past two years!  First Light would not 
be possible without the volunteers and financial sup-
porters of our center.  Keep a look out for more informa-
tion on First Light’s Second Birthday Party! 

“First Light has helped me set goals for my-
self. They are showing me how to be respon-
sible. It has been an inspiration to us all. We 
give thanks to the Lord for First Light for 
giving us food, shelter and clothing, and for 
helping our little light shine on. We would 
like to thank Ruth and staff for not giving up 
on us. We would like to give thanks to    
Rachel for the volunteers. Without them we 
would be all alone. Thank you First Light 
for being there for us!” 
                              -Rita Raymond & Friend 
                              Guests of First Light  
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Phone: 205-323-4277 
Fax: 205-323-8362 
Email: firstlightinc@aol.com 

A Center For Homeless Women and Children 
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We’re On The Web!      
firstlight.digitrends.com/shelter 

Fi rst  Light  

First Light, Inc. 
 

Our mission is working with homeless women, 
their children and others at risk to create  

hospitality in a safe and nurturing community, en-
couraging them to maintain dignity, to find hope, 

to seek opportunity, and to grow  
spiritually, thereby achieving their full  

potential. 

First Light, Inc. Board of Directors  
& Staff 

Denise Killebrew, President 
Robin Vines, Vice President 
Camille Bryson, Secretary 
Carolyn King, Treasurer 

Lynn Bledsoe 
Caryn Corenblum 

Newstell Dowdell, Jr. 
Renee Driskel 

Sherron Goldstein 
Evelyn Gregg 
Rita Helton 

Elaine Jackson 
Joy O’Neal 

Linda Patterson 
Kevin Patton 
John Porter 

Chef Clayton Sherrod 
Dr. Cary Speaker 

Anne Warren 
Rev. Eugenia Gamble, Advisory Board Chair 

Rev. Susan Clayton, ex officio 
Ruth Crosby, Executive Director 

Rachel Cabaniss, Program & Resource Mngr. 
Sherry Johnson-Webb, LBSW 
JoNell Comegys, Counselor 

Wynter Byrd, Coffee Shop Manager 
Landra Pope, Volunteer Coordinator 

Erica Watkins, 4th floor Resident Manager 


