
  

  �  $75 Tickets ($40 is tax deductible) 
       Includes cocktail buffet, silent and live art auctions,   
       entertainment and two drink tickets for wine, beer or soda.  
 

      Please reserve _____ ticket(s) at $75 each for a total   
      of $_____.        
 � $1200 Patron Table (Seats 8) 

 

Name___________________________________ 
 

Company________________________________ 
 

Address_________________________________ 
City___________State____ Zip_______Phone________ 
    � My check made payable to First Light enclosed. 
 � Please charge $______to my: 
      MasterCard or Visa (please circle one). 
 

Account number___________________ Exp. Date_____   

Signature________________________ Date__________ 
 

  �  I regret that I cannot attend but wish to contribute $_____    
        in support of First Light.  

First Light’s 5th annual Granada Gala 
will be on November 9th! The night 
will be filled with food, fun, entertain-
ment, our new video and a silent and 
live art auction! You will have an    
opportunity to purchase original art 
created by a wonderful variety of Bir-
mingham’s phenomenal artists! Four 
For Time is a quartet made up of pro-
fessional singers Jan D. Hunter, Kristi T. 
Higginbotham, Carl Dean and Lonnie 
Parsons. You don’t want to miss this 
cabaret act! We are also honored to 
be entertained by Cleve Eaton.  
Cleve Eaton is a recognized name in 
the jazz world as a consummate  
bassist, producer, composer,        
publisher and head of his own        
Birmingham based record company. 
Among his many achievements, 
awards and honors, Cleve has been 
inducted into the Birmingham Jazz 
Hall of Fame and received the 
Achievement Award at the Count 
Basie Tribute Concert. The Granada 
Gala is an event you don’t want 
to miss! For tickets call Rachel at  
323-4277.   

Please complete this form and mail to First Light, Inc.: 
 2230 Fourth Avenue North, Birmingham, AL 35203  
or fax (205)323-8362. Tickets will be mailed to you or you can 
pick them up at will call.  
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Need a speaker ? 
 

If you need a speaker for 
your civic meeting,       

congregational meeting or 
organization, please call or 
e-mail us!  We have staff 
that would love to tell you 
about all of the wonderful 
things happening at First 
Light.  Call 323-4277 or   

E-mail flshelter@aol.com. 

Special Points of  
Interest 

 
• Check out First Light’s 

new website! Info. P. 2 
• Give a light to help the 

homeless! Holiday Lights 
coming soon! P. 2 

• Find out what’s brewing 
in the First Light Coffee 
Shop. P. 2 

• Counselor’s Corner P. 3 
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First Light, Inc. 
A Center for Homeless Women and Children 

     The Light 

First Light, Inc.  

2230 Fourth Avenue North 

Birmingham, AL 35203 

(205) 323-4277 

www.firstlightshelter.org 



The First Light Coffee Shop is doing a 
lot more than making coffee. The 
guests of the shelter have been doing 
some catering!  If you would like First 
Light to cater lunch for your next  
business meeting, organization   
meeting or party, just call First Light at  
323-4277, and ask for Wynter Byrd, 
our Coffee Shop Manager. The First 
Light Coffee Shop is turning into a 
busy place.  Come by and see us and 
our health rating of 100! You can 
check out our lunch menu on our 
website: www.firstlightshelter.org! 

&KULVWPDV 1HHGV

7KH VKHOWHU LV KRPH IRU WKH KROLGD\V IRU WKH JXHVWV

DW )LUVW /LJKW� 7KH KROLGD\ VHDVRQ FDQ EH D KDUG WLPH

IRU RXU ZRPHQ DQG FKLOGUHQ� %XW ZLWK \RXU KHOS� ZH

FDQ OLIW VSLULWV� (YHU\ \HDU ZH VXUSULVH WKH ZRPHQ DQG

FKLOGUHQ ZLWK ODUJH JLIW EDJV IXOO RI DOO NLQGV RI

JRRGLHV� ,I \RX� \RXU RUJDQL]DWLRQ� FKXUFK� VFKRRO RU

FOXE ZRXOG OLNH WR KHOS� FDOO 9DOHUL DW �������� WR ILQG RXW PRUH�

The Light I See 
Written by Martha Terrell, First Light guest 

 

At first things seemed 
so hard 

Yet, I kept my faith in the 
Good Lord 

Many wonderful things have happened at  
First Light 

So now I know 
Everything will be alright 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
WEBSITE! 

October 1, 2002 
 

This is my first experience staying over night.  The facility is very nice and I am so happy to 
see that each resident has a “private” space.  I think it’s so important for them to have their 
own locker to keep their things separate.  Not only for privacy, but also to give them some 
responsibility. Everyone was pleasant and quiet this evening. I hope to volunteer again soon. 
Thanks for the great work that you do here at First Light. May God continue to richly reward 
you.                                                                            -Teresa Ragusa 

+2/,'$< /,*+76
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7KH KROLGD\ VHDVRQ ZLOO EH KHUH EHIRUH ZH

NQRZ LW� 'R \RX IUHW DERXW ILQGLQJ WKH

SHUIHFW JLIW IRU WKH SHUVRQ ZKR KDV

HYHU\WKLQJ RU ZKR GRHVQ·W ZDQW DQ\WKLQJ"

:HOO� GRQ·W ZRUU\ DQ\PRUH EHFDXVH )LUVW

/LJKW KDV WKH SHUIHFW VROXWLRQ� <RX FDQ

JLYH D XQLTXH DQG PHDQLQJIXO JLIW WR \RXU

ORYHG RQHV ZKLOH EULJKWHQLQJ WKH OLYHV RI

KRPHOHVV ZRPHQ DQG FKLOGUHQ� /LJKWV ZLOO

VKLQH IURP WKH )LUVW /LJKW EXLOGLQJ LQ

KRQRU RU UHPHPEUDQFH RI WKRVH \RX ORYH

RU DV D JLIW WR VRPHRQH VSHFLDO WKURXJK

\RXU GRQDWLRQ WR )LUVW /LJKW� )LUVW /LJKW

ZLOO PDLO D KROLGD\ FDUG WR WKH UHFLSLHQW RI

\RXU JLIW� 7KH OLJKWV ZLOO EXUQ WKURXJK

+DQXNNDK DQG &KULVWPDV� $ +ROLGD\ /LJKWV

EURFKXUH ZLOO EH FRPLQJ WR \RX LQ WKH PDLO

LQ 1RYHPEHU� 'RQ·W IUHW� *LYH WKH JLIW RI

OLJKW WR EULJKWHQ WKH OLYHV RI KRPHOHVV

ZRPHQ DQG FKLOGUHQ DW )LUVW /LJKW�

ZZZ�ILUVWOLJKWVKHOWHU�RUJ
 

First Light would like to thank      
Martine Craven and Digital Trends 

Corporation!             
www.digitrends.com 

What’s Brewing in the 
First Light Coffee Shop? 

 
)LUVW /LJKW GHSHQGV RQ YROXQWHHUV WR EULQJ
DQG VHUYH GLQQHU HYHU\ QLJKW RI WKH \HDU�
:H DOVR UHO\ RQ YROXQWHHUV WR VWD\ RYHU�
QLJKW LQ WKH HPHUJHQF\ VKHOWHU HYHU\ QLJKW
RI WKH \HDU� DFWLQJ DV KRVWV�KRVWHVVHV� DQG
RIWHQ SURYLGLQJ D OLVWHQLQJ HDU� D VKRXOGHU
WR EH FULHG RQ DQG DUPV WKDW KXJ� &ROOHFW�
LQJ ZLVK OLVW LWHPV LV DOVR D IXQ DQG UH�
ZDUGLQJ JURXS WKLQJ WR GR� %H FUHDWLYH� ,I
\RX KDYH D YROXQWHHU SURMHFW WKDW \RX
ZRXOG OLNH WR GR� SOHDVH OHW XV NQRZ� 9RO�
XQWHHUV DUH DQ LQYDOXDEOH SDUW WR PDNLQJ
)LUVW /LJKW D UHDOLW\� :H FRXOG QRW GR WKLV
ZLWKRXW \RX�  

September 13, 2002 
 

Ann Scott and I had a very pleasant   
evening. All our guests were polite,   
cooperative and appreciative. We gave 
out lots of shampoo, and we gave a few 
just about everything else (powder, 
shaving cream, shower cap, etc.). 
 

...It really is wonderful to hear the 
women laughing, talking and fixing 
each other’s hair.  Even in such dire 
straights, the joy of connection with 
others is fulfilling and evident. 
 

I would like to come on a more regular 
basis so I could have more than one 
contact with some of the guests.  I 
would like to get to know them better.  
It is a joy to be here.                        
                           Love in Christ,   
                           Lynne Rogers 

September 7, 2002 
 

What good food we had tonight, and one 
of the ladies gave the Sunday school 
class a pillow she made in remembrance 
of 9-11 (quite beautiful!). Many requests 
tonight, but not unexpected—ladies very 
pleasant; baby finally settled down.   
 

Reflecting back past May 2000 and how 
crowded and cramped the basement 
was—seems like this First Light is a Taj 
Mahal—very very nice! 
                                         -Ann Askew 

Shelter Stories 

How Can You 
Help?  



Amazing Courage: A Pathway to Healing 
 

           She walks into the shelter looking ashamed and    
defeated. Alcoholism brought her to us. Her mouth is as dry 
as a sun-scorched desert, yet she manages to ask for help. “I 
need a place to stay. Do you have any room for me?” A bed is 
available, but she must answer questions and sign her 
name, confirming that she is truly homeless. This isn’t just 
a bad dream or another night spent in a cheap hotel. There 
are no more friends or family members willing to help her 
out. She is alone. She is tired. She is an alcoholic. She starts 
to cry… 
           Something miraculous begins to happen as she looks 
around her. She begins to talk with others who understand 
her pain. She receives a smile from a staff member and a 
warm hearty meal from volunteers. As she is preparing for 
bed she is offered clean towels, linens, dignity and hope 
from loving hands. As she lays in her bed that night, she 
looks up and sees a pipe of all things, probably a part of the 
plumbing. But beyond the pipe, she feels God. He comforts 
her, assures her of His presence in this place and offers her 
His healing touch. She reaches out and accepts it… 
           This is a true story, shared with permission, by one 
of the guests who came to me for counseling. God did touch 
her here, through each of us, and she turned away from the 
path of alcoholism onto the road towards healing.  
           For many of our women it takes tremendous courage 
to enter our doors and admit they need help. May each of us 
who are called to serve these fine women remember their 
courage, and continue to offer them dignity and hope. 
Thank you for serving… 
                                 -JoNell Comegys, First Light Counselor 

Welcome New Staff! 

Welcome, Valeri Cowart ! 
Valeri is First Light’s Receptionist/
Volunteer Coordinator/Administrative 
Assistant—multi-talented! We are 
thrilled to have such a great addition to 
the First Light team.  If you want to    
volunteer, call Valeri at 323-4277! The 
next volunteer liaison meeting will be 
Tuesday, December 3 at 11:30! 

 
Welcome, Aileen Tarpey !   
Aileen is a Jesuit Volunteer from Boston, 
Massachusetts!  She will be serving at First 
Light as the Shelter & Program    Assistant 
for the next year!  We “reckon” we can fix 
her accent before she goes home, but it 
ain’t goin’ to be easy.    

Counselor’s Corner 
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Will You Help? 
You can make a difference in the lives of 
Birmingham’s homeless women and      
children. 
 

You can provide shelter from a life on the 
streets where there is no place to go when 
it is raining and cold, except for a business 
building’s overhang, under a bridge, the 
public library or a cardboard house made 
from boxes rescued from a dumpster. 
 

You can make a sanctuary available to 
women and children 24 hours a day with 
social and counseling services.  
 

You can help provide specialized programs 
geared to chronically mentally ill women, 
those who cannot complete traditional day 
care programs. 
 

You can give homeless women a reason to 
get up every day, a boost of self-
confidence, a source of motivation and job 
experience through First Light’s Coffee 
Shop program, First Perk.   
 

No one deserves to be homeless. No one 
plans on being homeless, abused, mentally 
ill or addicted to drugs and/or alcohol. 
 

Will you help provide shelter to homeless 
women and children in a place of hope and 
love with a sense of home and family?  
 

If you don’t, who will?    
 

I (we) make the following gift, offering a 
physical example of commitment, care and 
concern for homeless women and children. 
 

[  ] $15,000               [  ] $1,000 
 

[  ] $10,000               [  ] $500 
 

[  ] $5,000                 [  ] $100        [  ] $25 
 

[  ] $3,000                 [  ] $50          [  ] $____ 
 
Name______________________________ 
 

Address____________________________ 
 

City/State/ZIP________________________ 
 

Phone_____________________________ 



• Ziploc bags—large and small sizes 
• Deodorant 
• Styrofoam cups & plates 
• Napkins 
• Cereal 
• Vaseline 
• Small cups for dispensing medicine 
• Metal forks and spoons 
• Clothes Washing Detergent-

powder 
• Powdered drink mixes 
• Mops, brooms & dustpans  
• Snack foods 
• Cleaning supplies 
• Antacids, Pepto-Bismol 
• Toothbrush and soap travel 

holders 
• Cleaning supplies—surface 

cleaner, window cleaner, Lysol 
spray, dish washing liquid, 
Comet, etc. 

• Toothache medicine 
• Fresh fruit 
• Feminine hygiene products 
• Socks 

)LUVW /LJKW :LVK /LVW
Board of Directors 

& Staff 
Robin Vines, President 

Carolyn King, Vice President/Treasurer 
Camille Bryson, Secretary 

Wendi Boyen 
Sheila Cook 

Newstell Dowdell, Jr.  
Renee Driskel 

David Elliot 
Sherron Goldstein 

Rita Helton 
Elaine Jackson 
Jothany James 

Denise Killebrew 
Joy O’Neal 

Kevin Patton 
John Porter 

Clayton Sherrod 
Rev. Cary Speaker 

Marion Walker 
Ann Warren 

Rev. Eugenia Gamble, Ex Officio 
Rev. Drew Henry, Ex Officio 

Ruth G. Crosby, Executive Director 
Rachel Cabaniss, Program & Resource Manager 

Sherry J. Webb, LBSW 
JoNell Comegys, Counselor 

Wynter Byrd, Coffee Shop Manager 
Valeri Cowart, Receptionist/Volunteer Coordinator 

Erica Watkins, Resident Manager, BSW 

Our mission is working with homeless women, their children and others at risk to create hospitality in a safe and 
nurturing community, encouraging them to maintain dignity, to find hope, to seek opportunity and to grow       

spiritually, thereby achieving their full potential.  

),567 /,*+7�,1&�
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Phone: 205-323-4277 
Fax: 205-323-8362 
E-mail: firstlightinc@aol.com 
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• Cash donations allow us to    
continue to serve Birming-
ham’s  
homeless women and children. 

• Ibuprofen/Tylenol 
• Underwear (all sizes) 
• Bingo game 
• Twin size blankets 
• Boxes of grits & oatmeal w/ 

individual packets 
• Adult diapers                                  
• Donation to purchase new  
        dining room tables 


